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E-mail: office@stmarysdorchester.dorset.sch.uk
Website: www.stmarysdorchester.dorset.sch.uk

16™ January 2017

Dear Parents

Reception Class — Spring Term

This half term we are storytelling, both orally and using words/pictures. We are learning
to read and write story maps, using pictures to help us retell the story.

We are starting with “We’re Going On A Bear Hunt” and will then change aspects of it
so that it becomes our own story. Please do take the time to talk about favourite stories
at home and try making your own story maps. Please take a look at the story maps we
have written in the classroom to help you at home. Going back over short stories that
your child knows will help them to build the confidence to tell and write their own
story.

We are continuing to learn about numbers this half term and trying different ways of
recording our maths - using drawings and symbols. We always make the most of what
is naturally happening daily in school, helping to count the “moves up” and counting
how many children we have in class. Please carry on attending the weekly maths
workshops on Fridays as it is a good way to see what and how your child is learning. It
also gives you the opportunity to ask any questions you may have. We love seeing you
there.

With our guided reading sessions we are starting to use the Read Write Inc Ditty books
and discussing in groups what is happening in the stories. Now that we have learned
quite a few sounds we can use these to help us read. Thank you for your help with
changing your child’s book in the mornings, it is a great opportunity to share with your
child what they enjoy reading. I would strongly encourage you to become members of
the local library as they have a great selection of children’s books and CD’s with stories
- all free!

Thank you everyone who is using Tapestry. It is a lovely way to share your child’s
successes and helps us to assess your child’s achievements at the end of Reception, both
in and out of school. If you are still not accessing it, I would recommend that you speak
to a parent who is using it regularly or myself.
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Please use Education City for home learning - set by myself; to suit your child’s needs. I
usually add a new activity onto it every Wednesday. There are many activities on there
now as I have purposefully left old ones there to go back over. Every Monday after
school Year 2’s classroom is open to parents who do not have access to Education City
at home. You are warmly welcome to come into school and work on our school

- computers from 3.30 pm - 4.30 pm. Phonic and number activities are always worth
going back over.....and over!

Reading with your child as often as possible is one of the best things you can do to help
your child at school, so please carry on. The more the merrier but be guided by your
child as to when is the best time of day to do this; it is not always at bedtime.

Thank you for your continued support and please do not hesitate to ask any questions
concerning your child’s learning journey with us.

Yours Sincerely

Mrs Bourne
Reception Class Teacher
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